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<Abstract>

Understanding and Translation Proposal for Zephaniah 3:8

Joon-Hyuk Lee
(Mokwon University)

This study examines the translation issues surrounding Zephaniah 3:8, a verse
that has been the topic of long-standing debate among scholars. The verse is
challenging to a complexity of elements and ambiguity of context. It begins with
the command, “Therefore wait for me,” but it is unclear who both the
second-person plural ‘you’ and the third-person plural ‘them’ refers to in the
phrase “pour out my wrath upon them.” If the distinction between the subjects of
the command to ‘wait’ (directed at the second-person plural) and the objects of
‘God’s wrath’ (third-person plural) is not clearly understood, it can lead to
confusion in interpretation. For example, without clear differentiation, it
becomes ambiguous whether the nations are being summoned for judgment or as
instruments of judgment. Additionally, the interpretation of the term ‘lé‘ad
(7w5)’ varies, with possibilities including ‘forever’, ‘prey’, or ‘witness’. These
differences in translation and interpretation are crucial for understanding the
overall theological message of Zephaniah, thereby making making an accurate
translation of this verse essential for clearly conveying the themes of judgment
and restoration.

This study argues that the command in Zephaniah 3:8 to “wait for me” reflects
a positive anticipation, identifying the subjects as the humble and poor people
mentioned in Zephaniah 2:3 and 3:12. These individuals are to wait until God
rises as a witness. Interpreting ‘l&‘ad (7p%)’ as ‘witness’ or ‘testimony’ takes
into account the educational function of the judgment on the nations toward
Jerusalem, emphasizing God’s justice and reinforcing the message of judgment
and repentance. The study also identifies the subjects of ‘God’s wrath and anger’
as the corrupt Jerusalem, its leaders, and the nations. In this context, Zephaniah
3:8 serves as a pivotal turning point in the book.

The verse emphasizes the judgmental aspect of the Day of the Lord while also
offering hope and salvation to those who wait for that day. Therefore, this study

proposes that Zephaniah 3:8 provides hope to those who humbly wait for God
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while warning Jerusalem’s corrupt leaders and the nations of impending
judgment. Within the broader context of Zephaniah, this verse plays a key role
in linking the dual themes of judgment and restoration centered on the Day of
the Lord.

In conclusion, the study suggests that the translation of Zephaniah 3:8 should
reflect these dual themes of judgment and restoration, demonstrating that a
correct understanding of this verse is vital for grasping the overall message of
the book of Zephaniah.



